Cobb Institute Work in Process
“In November, the trees are standing all sticks and bones. Without
their leaves, how lovely they are, spreading their arms like dancers.
They know it is time to be still.”
― Cynthia Rylant
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Chairman’s Message
am·biv·a·lence
/amˈbivələns/

“The state of having mixed feelings or contradictory ideas
about something or someone.”
At last weekend’s “Process Thought at A New Threshold Conference,” Philip Clayton, urging us
to spread our wings, pointed out to us the following:
A. We both want and don’t want the big spotlight.
B. We express our desire for the “process century.” Yet sometimes when it’s offered to us,
we withdraw.
1. Consciously: We don’t reach out to mass media, or we decline invitations to engage.
2. Semi-consciously: We put our time and energy into events designed for other
process insiders.
3. Unconsciously: We continue to use insider language . . . interact with those who look
and talk like us . . . avoid the discomfort of divergent views held by smart and
powerful people.
Kathleen Reeves finished with a claim we need to hold on to our Whitehead and Process Roots.

What to do? What to do? Maybe sing my favorite hymn?
Spirit of Life, come unto me.
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion,
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea;
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice,
ROOTS hold me close; WINGS set me free:
Spirit of life, come to me, come to me.
Crossing the “New Threshold” is going to be such an ADVENTURE!

John Fahey
Chairman of the Board
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The Great
Importance of
Brainstorming
When things move forward smoothly,
there is no need for brainstorming. But
when something unexpected happens,
when the context of our actions changes,
when repeating what has been successful
in the past is not adequate, we need to
brainstorm.
This may include some recalling of the past,
but what we need is not to repeat what
worked in the past but to find what will work in a new situation. Research about what
others are doing may be useful, but only marginally. If you are unique in a unique situation,
the best response will also be unique. The best way to figure out what to do is to
“brainstorm.”
What is brainstorming? It is thinking, but not in a careful, sequential way. It is opening up
to ideas that seem to pop into the mind. It is imagining, asking what if, saying, “Wouldn’t it
be great if.” It is holding off on judgments of practicality and even possibility. It is pushing
aside the question of affordability. It is sometimes talking before you know what you want
to say. In short, it may be making a fool of yourself or wasting your time.
But sometimes, I dare to say fairly often, in the midst of this chaos of ideas one or two stand
out. Yes, they are not realistic, but . . . maybe what was unrealistic yesterday is the right
idea for today. Or maybe if we begin with a poorly formed idea, and continue brainstorming
about it, we can see a way forward.
An individual can do something like this, but when I think of real brainstorming, I think of a
group. One crazy idea after another may be dismissed by the group, but then, still another
one comes along, and somebody says, that's worth pursuing. The pursuit may lead to
rejection, but it may not. Crucial for brainstorming is that no one becomes too attached to
any of their ideas. If others fail to note what's wrong with it in order not to hurt the feelings
of the author, the spontaneity is gone.
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Philip Clayton has edited a book entitled The New Possible. If some things are possible
today that were not possible yesterday, the orderly reflection that is usually helpful doesn't
get us very far. New ideas in response to those new possibilities are more likely to arise
when a small group brainstorms.
The main point in The New Possible is that things have happened in our society and culture
that objectively make possible what has not been possible in the past. That is very
important for us. What makes it especially important is that we have been working to
answer questions that few were asking, but now far more are seeking answers. We are
challenged to re-think our own habits of talking to each other and put forward our answers
in ways that draw many people along in their interests. We need to get them to think the
ideas for themselves so that they will feel ownership. But how? To whom can we turn to
teach us?
No doubt there are many who can help, but our problem is uniquely ours. We will need to
solve it ourselves. There are no successes to copy, no experienced persons to share
accumulated knowledge. We have to work it out ourselves, muddling through, failing and
succeeding, never giving up. And all along we will need to brainstorm. Out of chaos may
come the new order that we need.
- John
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We are Grateful for…
The Cobb Institute is grateful for our members and friends.
Being in community is more natural than being polarized. But this belonging is often
forgotten.
The United States may have some difficult days ahead. During the post-election
fallout, we will be reminded of the need for a larger community that is aware of its
interconnectedness.
Process people around the country are trying to do the work that is needed for our
world. We are grateful to them for their efforts.
We are grateful for our friends in process, and thank you for your support.

Whatever happens in the coming days, we are in this together. We will continue our
good work and will remain a community that cares about the common good.
It’s hard work but we will move forward . . .
. . . One step at a time.

I put my hand in yours so that
together we can do what I cannot do alone.
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November Schedule
John Cobb & Friends Gatherings
11/03: A New Threshold in Process.

We’ll review the October 31 gathering’s
response to John Cobb’s challenge. Given our
changing situation, what could and should
partners in the “process family” be doing?
Also, Jay McDaniel will interview Dr. Jon
Ivan Gill, theopoetic humanist, process
philosopher, hip hop artist, and connoisseur
of religion. Dr. Gill is the Cross-Community
Coordinator for the Center for Process
Studies, where he is working creatively at the
intersection of thought and practice, to lead
initiatives on social justice, art scenes, interfaith youth efforts, LGBTQI discourse and
praxis, and underrepresented socioeconomic and racial communities.

11/10: The Universe in a Grain of Sand: David Bohm and the
Implicate order. Begin with the video trailer for Infinite Potential: The Life & Ideas

of David Bohm. Discussion will be guided by Cobb Institute Science Advisors Matt
Segall and Tim Eastman.

11/17: Countdown to Community! Celebrating Integral Ecology for
Our Common Home. John Cobb and Mary Evelyn Tucker discuss implications
of Pope Francis’ Recent Ted Talk for Earth’s Faith Communities. Watch Pope
Francis’ Ted Talk.

11/24: Holiday Break
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Events and Education
Membership Drive and Year End Fundraiser
Giving Tuesday is December
Giving Tuesday is a global generosity movement unleashing the power
of people and organizations to transform their communities and the world.
Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea: a day that encourages
people to do good. Over the past seven years, it has grown into a global
movement that inspires hundreds of millions of people to give, collaborate, and
celebrate generosity.

The Cobb Institute counts on our friends to help keep us active in our
community, bring good programing to our weekly Tuesday gatherings, bring
great guest speakers to our events and podcasts, and plan for future endeavors.
Please consider giving to the Cobb Institute for your year-end contributions.

Donate @ cobb.institute/donate/
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Spiritual Integration Group
All through autumn we hear a double voice: one says everything is ripe; the other says everything is
dying. The paradox is exquisite. We feel what the Japanese call "aware"--an almost untranslatable
word meaning something like "beauty tinged with sadness"...Autumn teaches us that fruition is also
death; that ripeness is a form of decay. The willows, having stood for so long near water, begin to rust.
Leaves are verbs that conjugate the seasons. ~ Gretel Ehrlich

There is often talk of the light as a symbol of
all that is good. But let us not discount the
dark. In many earth-based traditions the
dark time of the year is a time to rest and
recharge. Whitehead spoke about contrasts
as parts of a whole. The dark is as valuable
as the light.
On an agricultural calendar, it is a time to
sort our seeds and think about our plan for
the spring. This is a good metaphor for
taking time for self-care, but also planning
and setting goals for the coming year. We
can let go of ideas that did not work out; let
them fall away like dried leaves so that we
can make room and time for new growth.
We are waiting for the right time to plant
ideas and nurture them through the year
until we see the harvest. We cannot do this
without a time to rest and mourn our loses.
This has been a rough year. Our workload is
great, and the winter’s rest is needed.

Artist Maureen Hyde

Many large groups within the process
movement just came out of a large
brainstorming session about the future of
process, and how our voice can be heard and
our ideas considered. I hope that we have
gathered some seeds that can be planted in
2021 and will grow into a great harvest.
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Spiritual Integration
and the Arts

A time for Remembering
Dia De Los Muertos,
All Soul’s Day,
and Samhain
A Litany of Remembrance
Poem by Rabbi Sylvan Kamens,
and Rabbi Jack Riemer
In the rising of the sun and in its going down,
we remember them.
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of
winter,
we remember them.
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring,
we remember them.
In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of
summer,
we remember them.
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of
autumn,
we remember them.
In the beginning of the year and when it ends,
we remember them.
When we are weary and in need of strength,
we remember them.
When we are lost and sick at heart,
we remember them.
When we have joys we yearn to share,
we remember them.
So long as we live, they too shall live, for they
are now a part of us,
as we remember them.

Ancestor Altar
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Educational Development Group
Early Childhood Education
Alex Morales is a board member of Agenda for a Prophetic Faith and one of the core
planning team for Pomona Re-imagining. He retired in 2018 as president and CEO of the
Children’s Bureau of Southern California. On November 10, he will join us to discuss a
program with which he has been involved, related to training neighbors to enhance
parenting skills and a sense of community in metropolitan contexts.

Development of Curriculum Resources for Churches and Other Groups
Recent discussions in the Institute Board, as well as indications from our advisors, have
given rise to the need for resources for churches and other groups to become exposed to
the implications of process thinking for their belief systems and actions. Many churchgoers are not satisfied with traditional answers to their theological questions and doubts,
but are not aware of alternative approaches to their questions. Several Cobb Institute
members are planning to begin an endeavor to provide some of these needed resources. If
you have an interest in joining this effort, contact Kat Jacobson
(kat.jacobson@cobb.institute) or John Gingrich (john.gingrich@cobb.institute).

The Educational Development Group will not meet on November 24.
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Inside the Institute

Walking with Whitehead
A Monday Night Nexus
Teaching Walking with Whitehead was, for me, a very special experience, because we came
from different parts of the country and world (including China), and their questions and
comments were so good. We became, one night a week for six weeks, a family of sorts–a
nexus, to use Whitehead's phrase. Of course, the process movement is much much more
than Whitehead. Its core ideas can be understood and appreciated without special
expertise in the technical terms of Whitehead's philosophy as articulated in Process and
Reality. And yet, for very good reasons, some want to understand those terms:
concrescence, eternal objects, nexus, primordial nature, creativity, process, etc.
The class provided an opportunity for us to master those ideas and, along the way, become
a nexus. My hope is that those who took the course will take the ideas learned and do with
them as they wish, sharing them with others where possible, and using them to help create
compassionate communities that are just, sustainable, and joyful. I'll be offering more
courses in the future, but most of all I simply want to say: Thanks for the Nexus.
Dr. Jay McDaniel
Professor of World Religions, Hendrix College, Emeritus
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Community Collaboration
and Eco-Civilization
The Community Collaboration Working Group continues to make progress in the urban
agriculture, affordable housing and economic development fronts. The Pomona Sustainable
Food Alliance (PSFA) continues to make progress on the Esperanza Garden at the Westmont
United Methodist Church. In addition, a group of leaders from a Chinese language UMC
congregation in Pomona is joining the Alliance. The MOU between the partners is one step
closer to completion.
A group of UMC gardeners-in-training from the Alliance will be visiting Dr. Elinor Crescenzi at
the Eco Farm on Buena Vista Street next month to see a successful growing operation, plus its
mobile food pantry activities, and learn about composting.
PSFA will also be hosting a breakout group at the inaugural webinar of “Re-Imagining Pomona”
on November 12, 2020. The one-hour
session is titled, “How Can Urban
Agriculture Help Pomona Grow Her Way
to Food Security?” The Alliance will
gather experts, activists, and folks from
the neighborhoods for an interactive
conversation about the role of urban
agriculture in meeting the challenge of
the pandemic. How might we grow a
network of food hubs throughout the
City—feeding ourselves and each other—
while also growing our community? The
discussion will be opened with
presentations by Juanita PreciadoBecerra of Pomona Environmental
Advocates for Community Health
(PEACH) and Rev. Stephen Yorba Patten
of Urban Mission Community Partners, followed by interactive conversation facilitated by the
Rev. Nora Jacob. Register now at https://www.pomonareimagining.org/
Tiny Home Affordable Housing: A core team assembled by the Cobb Institute has connected
with the Pomona Valley Chapter of the Habitat for Humanity and will be meeting this month to
explore possibilities of developing cottage communities and building neighborhoods. Habitat
Chapters across the country are beginning to work in this field with significant success. Our
vision is to explore the tiny home concept in Pomona, and, depending upon market and
community reception, assess the feasibility of manufacturing modular home components in
Pomona itself. Can we promote both affordable housing and economic development?

12

Membership Spotlight
November Featured Member is Jeanyne Slettom: Joined the Cobb institute in
2019
As a long-time member of both the Center for Process Studies and Process & Faith (P&F), I
think I morphed into Cobb Institute membership from my work on the Seizing an
Alternative Conference. The conference was in 2015, but it
was maybe 2011 when just four of us (!) started Tuesday
meetings in John’s apartment to hear his vision for a major
conference and to plan how to make it happen. Early in the
planning, John asked me to start an academic press to
ensure that books emerging from the conference could get
wider readership. Like anyone who is asked by John to do
something, I naturally said, “yes.” When I moved back to
my home state of Minnesota in 2014, I kept my collegial
relationships with P&F and the Center, following with
interest the events and decisions rising out of the School of
Theology’s move to Salem, along with the Center, and the
founding of what was then Claremont Institute. I return to
Claremont last spring, and applauded with everyone else in the room at John’s 95th
birthday party when the new name was announced.
(Aside: Also at that party, I was amazed and thrilled to
meet Peter Sellars, a director whose work I had admired
for years, and who will be our guest speaker October 27.)

Hobbies and Interests
Music: Until recently I sang in my church choir, and years
ago I did a stint as a classical music critic for the St. Paul
Pioneer Press.
Reading: My tastes are eclectic, but these days my focus
has been on climate change, political philosophy, history
(especially Germany and Italy in the 30s); also, for pure
escape, Scandinavian noir mysteries. I also love reading to
my grandsons, ages 6-11.
Puzzles: In seminary I learned that many biblical scholars enjoy puzzles—fitting pieces
together is a lot like exegeting texts. I can’t claim that level of scholarship, but I definitely
enjoy working on puzzles!
Liturgies: I enjoy writing liturgies. Anyone who thinks process is “interesting, but you can’t
preach it” . . . well, call me.
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Work
Before moving to Claremont for graduate studies, I worked as a public information officer
for the MinnesotaCare program of the Minnesota Department of Human Services. I care
deeply about access to quality healthcare for all.
I am a past director of Process & Faith, and am currently on the advisory group for Process
& Faith: Twin Cities Connection. I am a retired United Church of Christ minister, and
previously served as co-pastor at the Brea Congregational UCC Church in Brea, CA—a
church that proudly calls itself a process church—and interim associate, then theologianin-residence, at Macalester Plymouth United Church in St. Paul, MN. I preach process, and
thanks to John’s influence, I have written process/creation liturgies and preached climate
change since 2001. Lots more people willing to hear it, these days!
I’ve taught historical, constructive, process, and feminist theologies at Claremont School of
Theology and United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities.

Volunteering/Mission
I am the editor and publisher of Process Century Press. Included in the mission of the press
is the commitment to keeping PCP books affordable, so my margins are low. Fortunately,
the press does well enough to break even, but so far my own work is unpaid, so the press
qualifies as both my volunteer work and my mission. It is definitely a labor of love!

What appeals to you about Process Thought?
I enjoy being part of an international community, with colleagues all over the world and
from so many different fields. As a person with eclectic interests, I love the range of
disciplines—it is always process and—and physics, and politics, and psychology, and
(admittedly my favorite) theology.
I am grateful that process theology gives me a nonsupernatural God and a theology that
sweeps away dogma and has made it possible for me to keep one foot in the academy and
one foot in the church. These days, I could not preach hope—not to be conflated with
optimism, as John Cobb points out, but hope—without the process understanding of
creative transformation. For preachers, hope is kind of a requirement; I mean, we can’t
preach despair. Creative transformation teaches me that God is always already at work in
us and in all of creation (people and pelicans, trees and songbirds) patiently luring that
long arc of the moral universe towards justice. That gives me hope and plenty to say.

Tell us something else about you that we might not know
If I hear something that reminds me of a song, I hear it as a cue to start singing—mostly
popular songs or musical theater, but when I was growing up, my father produced and
directed a number of Gilbert & Sullivan operettas, and so I learned—by osmosis, I swear—
most of them by heart. Thus, I am as likely to start singing G&S bits as the Gershwins or Bob
Dylan. This would happen in sermons, too . . .
14

Process is Being Made
Putting Our Philosophy to Work
Process Farming
Grows

An Ecological Civilization
watch here

Process Thought At
A New Threshold
Many from the process family of individuals and
organizations gathered on Zoom for a
brainstorming event about the future of process
thought. We learned about the great strides
made since the 2015 conference. On that topic
we heard from, Andrew Schwartz from the
Center for Process Studies, Eugene Shirley from
Pando Populous, Philip Clayton from Eco Civ
and, John Fahey from The Cobb Institute.
We heard ideas about looking forward with
speakers from many perspectives. Ideas came
from Dan Dombrowski, Thomas Oord, Damian
Geddry, Jay McDaniel, Mathew Segall, Richard
Rose, Sung Sohn, and Kathleen Reeves (formally Jacobson).

And now the work begins. Lookout world….here comes process!
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Welcome to Our Newest Board Member,
Lynn Sargent De Jonghe!
Lynn De Jonghe’s career in progressive education has
spanned more than forty years, so we’ve very grateful
that she has agreed to lead our Educational
Development Group. She served as the founding Head of
East Bay Sierra School, which later merged with another
school to form Prospect Sierra School, to become one of
the preeminent schools in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Prior to her work in independent schools, Lynn spent
fifteen years in public education administering federal
funds to innovative programs, advocating for project
learning as an alternative to textbooks, and pushing for
integration in Massachusetts schools. She received her BA degree in History from Harvard
University and a MS in Library Science from Simmons College before completing her PhD in
Education at Cornell University. Her doctoral work on children’s problem solving led her to
push for challenging educational programs that encourage all students to pursue learning
in depth and to use problem solving skills, collaborative learning, and exploration of values
in an integrated curriculum. More broadly she is committed to social justice, to moving
society from divisiveness to compassion, and to saving the sentient and becoming-sentient
life on our planet.

A Cobb Institute
Zoom Wedding
Kat Jacobson and Patrick Reeves were
married in a zoom wedding officiated by
John Cobb on October 22, 2020. It meant
the world to them to have John Cobb
pronounce them husband and wife.

Kat will be changing her last name to
Reeves as soon as she can, but you can call
her Kat Reeves now. She will enjoy that.
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China in Process
Harvest by the students of the
Cobb Eco Academy in Sunshine Eco Village

John Cobb in his keynote address at the
Liandu Eco workstation annual event
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Letter of Appointment
Dr. Cobb has been invited to be
an Honorary Advisor
at Youngchun County, China.
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A Thanksgiving Prayer
Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address
The People
Today we have gathered and we see that the cycles of life continue. We have been given the
duty to live in balance and harmony with each other and all living things. So now, we bring
our minds together as one as we give greetings and thanks to each other as people.
Now our minds are one.
The Earth Mother
We are all thankful to our Mother, the Earth, for she gives us all that we need for life. She
supports our feet as we walk about upon her. It gives us joy that she continues to care for
us as she has from the beginning of time. To our mother, we send greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Waters
We give thanks to all the waters of the world for quenching our thirst and providing us
with strength. Water is life. We know its power in many forms- waterfalls and rain, mists
and streams, rivers and oceans. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to the spirit
of Water.
Now our minds are one.
The Fish
We turn our minds to the all the Fish life in the water. They were instructed to cleanse and
purify the water. They also give themselves to us as food. We are grateful that we can still
find pure water. So, we turn now to the Fish and send our greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Plants
Now we turn toward the vast fields of Plant life. As far as the eye can see, the Plants grow,
working many wonders. They sustain many life forms. With our minds gathered together,
we give thanks and look forward to seeing Plant life for many generations to come.
Now our minds are one.
The Food Plants
With one mind, we turn to honor and thank all the Food Plants we harvest from the garden.
Since the beginning of time, the grains, vegetables, beans and berries have helped the
people survive. Many other living things draw strength from them too. We gather all the
Plant Foods together as one and send them a greeting of thanks.
Now our minds are one.
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The Medicine Herbs
Now we turn to all the Medicine herbs of the world. From the beginning they were
instructed to take away sickness. They are always waiting and ready to heal us. With one
mind, we send greetings and thanks to the Medicines and to the keepers of the Medicines.
Now our minds are one.
The Animals
We gather our minds together to send greetings and thanks to all the Animal life in the
world. They have many things to teach us as people. We are honored by them when they
give up their lives so we may use their bodies as food for our people. We see them near our
homes and in the deep forests. We are glad they are still here and we hope that it will
always be so.
Now our minds are one.
The Trees
We now turn our thoughts to the Trees. The Earth has many families of Trees who have
their own instructions and uses. Some provide us with shelter and shade, others with fruit,
beauty and other useful things. Many people of the world use a Tree as a symbol of peace
and strength. With one mind, we greet and thank the Tree life.
Now our minds are one.
The Birds
We put our minds together as one and thank all the Birds who move and fly about over our
heads. The Creator gave them beautiful songs. Each day they remind us to enjoy and
appreciate life. The Eagle was chosen to be their leader. To all the Birds-from the smallest
to the largest-we send our joyful greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Four Winds
We are all thankful to the powers we know as the Four Winds. We hear their voices in the
moving air as they refresh us and purify the air we breathe. They help us to bring the
change of seasons. From the four directions they come, bringing us messages and giving us
strength. With one mind, we send our greetings and thanks to the Four Winds.
Now our minds are one.
Closing Words
We have now arrived at the place where we end our words. Of all the things we have
named, it was not our intention to leave anything out. If something was forgotten, we leave
it to each individual to send such greetings and thanks in their own way.
Now our minds are one.
Thanksgiving Address: Greetings to the Natural World English version: John Stokes and
Kanawahienton (David Benedict, Turtle Clan/Mohawk) Mohawk version: Rokwaho (Dan
Thompson, Wolf Clan/Mohawk) Original inspiration: Tekaronianekon (Jake Swamp, Wolf
Clan/Mohawk). Available through the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian.
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Haudenosaunee means “people who build a house.” The name refers to a alliance among six
Native American nations who are more commonly known as the Iroquois Confederacy.
Each nation has its own identity. These nations are known as:

Mohawk or Kanien’kehaka
Oneida or Onayotekaono
Onondaga or Onundagaono
Cayuga or Guyohkohnyoh
Seneca or Onondowahgah
Tuscarora or Skaruhreh

The Confederacy has also been known as the Six Nations. Haudenosaunee people refer to
themselves as Ongweh’onweh, which simply means “real human being.” Although many
cultural similarities and family connections unite the six nations, each one is also unique
and has its own distinct language.
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New Month, New Beginnings

Happy
Thanksgiving!
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