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Hope is the thing 
with feathers that 
perches in the soul 
and sings the tune 
without the words 

and never stops 
at all.  

– Emily Dickinson 
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Chairman’s	Message 
 

“God could not pick up the stranger left beaten by the roadside. It took a 
Samaritan. Our task is to let God work in and through us. The question to 
ask should be, not whether God can help us, but whether we can help God.”  
–Dr. John B. Cobb, Jr., Salvation, 155 

 
When I was in high school and college, I had some good friends die, two from automobile 
accidents and one from a brain aneurysm. My struggle with God began and never really ended. 
Process helps. 

Dr. Cobb asks the right question, but, depending on your perspective, God (or the devil) is 
always in the details! And that’s where the excitement and adventure has come for me from 
being a part of the Cobb Institute the past two years. This adventure has included wrestling 
with Process	and	Reality in my backyard with Professor Elaine Padilla, my friend Damian 
Geddry, and many, many other friends, as we commune with each other to share a meal and 
discuss the process way of life. The adventure draws me deeper into reflection with other 
process seekers on Wednesday mornings as we convene over Zoom to bring other scholars, 
mystics, secular humanist thinkers and scientists into dialogue with our own understanding of 
process. (Growing edges sprouting everywhere!) And, of course, there is always Tuesday 
mornings, as Ron Hines coordinates philosophers, economists, artists, professors, theologians, 
and other fascinating personalities to be in dialogue with John Cobb and his friends. 

And it hasn’t been just an intellectual adventure. Whether it was planting trees with 
Uncommon Good at a local high school, filming with Cobb Institute Advisor and Film Producer 
Rochelle Rose, the emergence of the first Non-Profit Solar Panel manufacturing Facility in 
Pomona (Thank you Devon Hartman and CHERP/LGP), or being part of the “Pomona 
Compassionate City” project, my participation in The Cobb Institute and grokking the Process 
Way (as Professor Jay encourages us to think of it) has been transformative to my 
understanding of the world and what we can do to transform our part of the whole. We can 
help. 

I grow more confident in the God concept when I pay attention to my process friends. Surely, as 
Alfred North Whitehead wrote, “God dwells in the tender elements of the world, which slowly 
and in quietness, operate by love." 

Our adventure continues as we move into a new year and new chapters emerge! Stay with us! 

 

John Fahey 
Chairman of the Board 
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Note	from	John	Cobb	
 

Hopefulness 
 
Paul concluded the thirteenth chapter of a letter to the 
believers in Corinth by saying. “Now abide faith, hope, 
and love.” That is the common English translation. I read 
the Greek as better translated faithfulness, hopefulness, 
and lovingness. Being faithful, hopeful, and loving go 
beyond moral obligations. We are called to be persons of 
a certain character, with deep-seated habits, constructive 
ways of relating to people and situations.  

Unfortunately, and entirely falsely, some Christians think that Christians are more gifted 
than others in these ways. But God gives to all who will receive. And Christian beliefs, 
actually sometimes, work against receiving these gifts. Even beliefs about what is given can 
block the real gifts. Sometimes “faith” is understood as believing whatever the church tells 
you to believe, and this blocks real faithfulness. Sometimes “love” is understood so 
sensuously or so abstractly that it is either inappropriate or irrelevant. Sometimes “hope” 
becomes specific hopes, many of which are unrealistic or even quite self-centered.  

Let us think further about the theological virtue of being a hopeful person. It does not mean 
that we become less realistic in our judgments of what will happen. If someone comes to 
you for advice, a realistic assessment may be much more useful than sheer optimism. 
Minimizing problems and obstacles is not likely to help. But a hopeful attitude will keep us 
all open to seeing how better options may be present or may arise, and one will be much 
more ready to go through a door that surprisingly opens. 

Can we remain hopeful for the future of life? Yes, but we must give up many hopes. The 
hope that the climate will return to what it was a decade ago is harmful. The hope that we 
can continue to live the way we have been living misdirects us. The hope that ocean levels 
will stop rising tomorrow, or that empty aquifers will refill next year, will prevent us from 
taking the needed steps 

But hopefulness is a different matter. Whatever is now inevitable, what has been lost 
forever, much remains. Much can be saved. A better life for many can be achieved. The 
hopeful person focuses on what is still possible. That inspires realistic and genuinely 
promising actions. 

–John	
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Monthly Gratitude 
 

As we approach the end of the year, the Cobb Institute Board reflects on the many 
changes and growth we have seen within the Institute. We are grateful for the 
support of our members and friends who make this all possible. The Cobb Institute 
is a community with many voices and we are blessed by all of them.  

We are grateful for all the friendships that have developed since our formation in 
March 2019. We could not have foreseen the advantage that Zoom would bring to 
us. Friendships are forming among members across the country and even 
worldwide.  

We are grateful for the friends of the Cobb Institute and where you have taken us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If Hugs Were Snowflakes, We’d Send You a Blizzard 
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I heard a bird sing in the dark of 
December. A magical thing. And sweet to 
remember. We are nearer to Spring than 
we were in September. I heard a bird sing 

in the dark of December.  
– Oliver Herford 

Schedule	&	Events	
 

12/1:	The	Reverend	Dr.	Thandeka	Coaches	Us	to	Love	Beyond	Belief 
(part 1). Unitarian pastor Rev. Thandeka, when a student of John Cobb, 
came to appreciate Friederich Schleiermacher’s emphasis on the 
importance of feelings. We will experience a sample of her popular 
workshops, putting us in touch with our feelings. The Cobb Institute has 
agreed to embrace her organization, Love Beyond Belief Inc., as a 
partner. Read more about her on page 16. 
 
12/8:	John	Cobb	&	Friends	gathering. Topic to be 
determined. 
 
12/12:	Imagine	What	Could	Be. A music festival 
for giving and receiving. Details on the next page. 
 
12/15:	The	Reverend	Dr.	Thandeka	Coaches	Us	
to	Love	Beyond	Belief (part 2). 
  
12/22:	Informal	holiday	party! Join us if you'd like to connect!  
 
12/29:	End	of	Year	Break. Cobb and Friends will not meet on the 
December 29th. We’ll be back on January 12th. 
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Join us on December 12th as 
we hear from musicians and 
artists in the process family. 
Featuring performances by... 

Bill	McLellan, “The Cuckoo” 

Sheri	Kling, “Whole-Making 
Nearness of God” 

Hope	Montgomery, “Hope 
Against Hope” 

Don	Viney, “Teilhard’s Fire” 

Joe	Lombardi, “Spirit” 

Susannah	Stubbs, “Big Yellow 
Taxi” 

Jon	Gill	

Adventureland, “Promise 
You” 

Music Video by Kat	Reeves, 
featuring the photography of 
Tom	Oord 

	

RSVP	@	https://cobb.institute/events/	
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Spiritual	Integration	Group	
 

The nights are longer, and the weather is colder. Maybe that accounts for the three 
religious celebrations tied to hope in December. The year 2020 was a difficult one, but so 
much of what has been happening these last few years is calling us to respond and make 
changes for the common good. The element that is necessary, the fuel that takes us in that 
direction, is hope.  

During this time of hibernation and recharging, we fill our December with reminders of 
hope.  

Yule 
Yuletide is a festival historically observed by the Germanic and Old Norse peoples. Scholars 
have connected the original celebrations of Yule to the Wild Hunt, the god Odin, and the 
pagan Anglo-Saxon Mōdraniht. This ancient pagan celebration calls us to remember that 
the wheel of the year is turning, and spring will come. Yule is another name for Winter 
Solstice, the longest night of the year. After that Solstice night, the nights will grow shorter 
and with the end of the longest night, the dark and the Return of the Sun, the return of light, 
hope and promise. The Goddess gives birth to the Sun/Sun God. The Sun begins to wax and 
the days grow longer. All that is hidden will begin to emerge. This is the Sun's birthday, and 
it really is time to feel hopeful! Hope is the fuel that warms us on the long cold nights.  

Christmas 
What could be more hopeful than the birth of a baby? Christmas is tied to the story of the 
Nativity which tells us that hope is present in the world. At the birth of Jesus, a star is 
visible in the sky, brighter than any star that has ever shone. An epiphany refers to a 
sudden realization about the meaning of something. It usually feels inspired, like a calling 
or a lure. For Christians, the Epiphany is associated with the visit of the Wise Men. The Magi 
follow that star to Bethlehem to bring gifts to the infant Jesus. The star is burning brightly, 
and one could say that it was fueled by hope. The Epiphany teaches us to trust our North 
Star, the voice inside of us that is guided by the Spirit and will direct us to goodness and 
truth. The story of the Magi inspires hope that if we follow our epiphanies, we will, like the 
Wise Men, arrive at the place we were meant to be. A baby and a star are both powerful 
symbols of hope. In the baby, we find hope for new life and potential. In the star, we find a 
distant divine force or energy, a sign, an Epiphany, a “lure.” 

Hanukkah  
The eight-day Jewish celebration known as Hanukkah (or Chanukah) commemorates the 
rededication, during the second century B.C.E., of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, where, 
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according to legend, Jews had risen up against their oppressors in the Maccabean Revolt. 
Hanukkah means “dedication” in Hebrew.  

According to the Talmud, one of Judaism’s most revered texts, Judah Maccabee and the 
other Jews who took part in the rededication of the Second Temple witnessed what they 
believed to be a miracle. Even though there was only enough oil to keep the menorah’s 
candles burning for a single day, the flames continued flickering for eight nights, leaving 
them time to find a fresh supply. This wondrous event inspired the Jewish sages to 
proclaim a yearly eight-day festival.  

Hope is found is the lighting of the menorah every year. The flames hold Jewish history, but 
they also hold the belief that somehow, something will get us all through the hardships in 
the world. Hope is the fuel in the flame.  

 

Hope is found in the stars, the birth of a new babe, a candle flame that lights beyond all 
odds, and in our knowledge that the world is in constant motion and seasons change. Hope 
is found in our growing process community and in the positive changes we will see in the 
new year. Hold tight to hope; it is the fuel that will guide us toward a better world. Hope 
answers the call and recognizes the lure.  
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Spirituality and the Arts 
 
White‐Eyes by Mary Oliver 

 

In winter 
    all the singing is in 
         the tops of the trees 
             where the wind-bird 
 

with its white eyes 
    shoves and pushes  
         among the branches. 
             Like any of us 
 

he wants to go to sleep, 
    but he's restless— 
         he has an idea, 
             and slowly it unfolds 
 

from under his beating wings  
    as long as he stays awake. 
         But his big, round music, after all, 
             is too breathy to last. 
 

So, it's over. 
    In the pine-crown 
         he makes his nest, 
             he's done all he can. 
 

I don't know the name of this bird, 
    I only imagine his glittering beak 
         tucked in a white wing 
             while the clouds— 
 

which he has summoned 
    from the north— 
         which he has taught 
             to be mild, and silent— 
 

thicken, and begin to fall 
    into the world below 
         like stars, or the feathers 
               of some unimaginable bird 
 

that loves us, 
    that is asleep now, and silent— 
         that has turned itself 
             into snow. 
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Educational	Development	
 

EDUCATION: SHIRTSLEEVES UP 
 
Hope	is	a	verb	with	its	sleeves	rolled	up! says eco-educational leader, David 
Orr. This unusual season of sharing and giving prompts us to look 
forward, as well as back, to gain perspective on our shirtsleeves	up efforts. 

 

On the horizon 
Looking forward we see two promising potential projects. 
 
Taking	a	panoramic	view,	Education	Awake!	hopes to highlight educational exemplars across 
the nation and around the world. This effort will start by identifying shining examples of 
learning as it should be. These are programs committed to ecological sustainability, that share 
an appreciation for the web of life, the interconnection of knowledge, and social, racial and 
ecological justice. They exemplify . . .  

 Learning by doing. 
 Emphasis on curiosity, asking questions, and critical thinking. 
 Focus on real world issues and projects. 
 Integrated curriculum including values, ethics, and the arts. 
 People of different ages learning together. 
 Do you have a recommendation for a program to highlight? Let us know. 

Closer	to	home,	Parent	cooperative	preschool	programs! On November 10 Alex Morales, 
founder of The Magnolia Project in Los Angeles and co-leader of Pomona Reimagining, gave a 
brilliant presentation of a model program of parent cooperative early childhood learning. This 
model invites parents to share in their children’s education and encourages parent activists to 
create more parent/child learning cooperatives to serve their communities. We are 
investigating ways to make this visionary seed program take root locally. 

 

Looking back 

Bravo! The	University	of	La	Verne	has	established	an	interdisciplinary	ecology	major. 
Led by the pioneering efforts of Professor Richard Rose, Chair of the Department of 
Religion and Philosophy, this major will allow students to integrate their spiritual goals 
with cutting-edge knowledge from the sciences and humanities. The program will be 
centered in the Ludwick Center for Spirituality, Cultural Understanding and Community 
Engagement, which can serve as a beacon for efforts in eco-civilization across Southern 
California.  
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In the now 

We are reviewing the offerings in our Learning	Lab	to see how these can most fruitfully 
serve our growing Cobb Institute population. We would love to hear from you if you have 
ideas to share or suggestions of offerings to add to our experiment in education. 

 

Community	Collaboration	
 

Pomona Sustainable Food Alliance  
What gives you hope when your aim is to completely transform an 
unsustainable industry that dominates how we meet one of the 
most fundamental requirements for human survival—food?  For 
us, hope comes from the fact that when we work with nature, even 
small, localized changes can grow to produce a big impact. And 
from the fact that our best hope for success lies in millions of 
people making such small changes in their own spheres.  

 
In a month when so many of us were hoping for big 
change in Washington, it is easy to see that working 
for systemic change by seizing the levers of power 
can be full of disappointment, if not despair.  

In contrast, hope may be found in a vacant lot 
around the corner, where a group of eco-activists 
has set up a farm and a community composting site 
and are busy rebuilding the local food supply 
system, literally from the ground up! 

One Sunday afternoon this month, the Cobb-
sponsored Pomona Sustainable Food Alliance 
(PSFA) organized a field trip for its newest 
members to the Buena Vista Street Farm in South 
Pomona. Attending were six organizers of the 
Esperanza Garden from the Westmont United 
Methodist Church, representing both the Spanish- 
and Chinese-speaking congregations, along with 
Cobb Institute’s Michael Witmer. Our host was 
Elinor Crescenzi, master composting maven and 

food rescuer. The group gathered at Lincoln Park on bicycles, and rode first to the site of 
the Pomona Saturday Farmers Market where they picked up several hundred pounds of 
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fresh organic produce at or past the end of its shelf life. After gleaning what could be 
salvaged for distribution (and dropping it off at a food pantry), the group then visited a few 
restaurants and added several more bins of food waste, and hauled it all in a large bicycle 
trailer/wagon to the farm for composting. There we weighed and composted more than 
500 lbs. of food waste, and heard Elinor’s lesson on the finer points of turning food into soil. 
Elinor explained that a handful of this enriched soil contains more soil-building bacteria 
than the entire human population of Earth, adding that the food we were burying that day 
would be a rich soil amendment in about six weeks. To think that so much renewal is going 
on under our feet, all the time.... We left righteously fatigued and exhilarated to have helped 
Mother Earth reclaim and recycle so much of her own abundance.  

The visit helped renew the team’s determination to bring forth the Esperanza (“Hope”) 
Garden, which has been hovering at the brink of realization for several months. To the 
casual observer, the project may seem stalled, but a great deal of activity has been lurking 
below the surface, first as we worked through a memorandum of understanding between 
the Urban Mission Community Partners and the United Methodist Church, then shepherded 
the deal through boards of directors and lawyers, then seeking and procuring seed money. 
And now a final hitch as the church awaits the arrival of its new pastor. 

Despite the delays, progress continues and hope flourishes. As a result of our visit to the 
Buena Vista Farm, the Food Alliance gained some new and high-powered members 
(Crescenzi and Co.), and we learned of a California Community Composting grant program 
that will provide successful applicants monetary and professional support for community 
composting projects. The program is specifically designed to augment and support efforts 
like the Esperanza Garden! On behalf of the project, Cobb Institute’s Michael Witmer 
finalized and submitted Esperanza’s grant application on November 23, 2020. Watch this 
space for further developments! 
 

Additional Developments  
On November 12, 2020, the Cobb Institute Co-
sponsored Pomona Re-Imagining, the first of four 
community building conferences set for the coming 
year. PSFA hosted a break out session attended by 
two dozen local activists to discuss how urban 
agriculture can help meet the food shortages being 
experienced during the pandemic. A follow up 
meeting will be held December 8, 2020.   

Affordable	Housing: Community Collaborations is currently planning to convene a tiny 
home affordable housing conversation with the Southern California Institute of 
Architecture, Habitat for Humanity, and the City of Pomona for early 2021.  
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Membership	Spotlight	
 

December’s Featured Member 

Santa Claus 
 

Hobbies	and	Interests:	Tinkering in the toy 
shop, Sled Racing and raising reindeer and 
process theology books. My new favorite is 
Salvation, by John Cobb. 	

  
Work,	Volunteering,	or	Mission:	Visiting with 
children and bringing them happiness.  

  
What	appeals	to	you	about	Process	Thought?	I love the idea of being part of the 
consequent nature of God. After all, that’s how I exist in the world.  

  
Tell	us	something	else	about	you	that	we	might	not	know?	I had the pleasure of 
bringing young Alfred Whitehead his favorite toy. That would have been 1867, I believe. 
Not satisfied with stuffed bears, young Alfred was a curious young boy. He loved the 
Zoetrope. Circus pictures… if I recall… Yes, curious mind, for a young boy. He did love that 
Zoetrope. Couldn’t top that one.  

 

Zoetropes are an 
old-fashioned 
animation device 
that works to 
create the illusion 
that something is 
moving due to the 
strobing effect of 
the slots in the side 
as it spins. 
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The Cobb Institute began as a Claremont Community in March of 2019 with a vision to become a 
hub for embodied wisdom through relational entanglement	with other Claremont Communities and 
surrounding Communities such as La Verne and Pomona. Our mutual goal was to promote the 
Common Good. What could we create? What could be? Hopes were high. 

One year later in March of 2020, the Covid pandemic shut us down. Or so we thought. Enter Zoom! 

We expanded our reach further than any of us could have imagined! 1,000 people signing up for a 
“virtual class” taught by John Cobb and facilitated by Tripp Fuller? Yup. 

Scholars and Theologians zooming in from Germany, Norway, China, Russia, and all over the United 
States to participate in our regular Tuesday “John Cobb and Friends” gatherings to lead wonderful 
conversations on too many topics to list? You bet. 

Professor Jay McDaniel offering a class “Walking with Whitehead” on Monday evenings with 50+ 
people participating from all over the globe? Yes again! 

Small groups meeting on Friday evenings and Wednesday mornings for exploring process thought 
and fostering personal fulfillment have become regular activities. They are growing and we hope 
you join one or help us create more. 

The Cobb Institute was also able to “put Process into Practice” and co-host the “Re-Imagining 
Pomona” conference where we were able to help gather experts, activists, and folks from the 
Pomona neighborhoods for an interactive conversation about the role of urban agriculture in 
meeting the challenge of the pandemic. Pomona Environmental Advocates for Community Health 
(PEACH) and Urban Mission Community Partners are two of the many partners we have been able 
to collaborate with. In addition to Urban Agriculture, the Cobb Institute continues to collaborate 
with our partners around affordable housing and the Esperanza Garden at the Westmont United 
Methodist Church. 

We hope to continue the work of a “learning community” and putting “process into practice” by 
continuing the good work we have started. Our membership is growing, and we have begun to offer 
more services and hope to coordinate more activities that will contribute to the common good. We 
appreciate all the members of The Cobb Institute and the generosity of so many folks. We are not 
funded by any denomination, endowment, or any large foundation. We are supported by members 
like you, and hope you consider supporting the institution in any way you can, with time, money, or 
the incredible talents that so many in our community have. Please consider making a one-time 
donation or a recuring gift at https://cobb.institute/donate/  If you are able, please consider 
making a monthly donation to support the ongoing work of the Institute. In addition to donations, 
please look for our Cobb Institute coffee mugs and clothing on our website in the near future. 

Thank you for your continued support! 
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China Process News 

The	2nd	Forum	of	Ecological	Civilization	for	Health	and	Art	&	"OBOR"	
Art	Exhibition,	Nov.21,	Fuzhou,	China.	Dr.	Cobb	has	delivered	a	
keynote	for	this	forum.		

 
Dr. Cobb was invited to be the honorary chairman of the 
Ecological Development Union International (EDUI) 

At the Second Forum of Ecological Civilization on Health 
and Art, Fuzhou, Fujian, China, which was cosponsored 
by Ecological Development Union International 
(EDUI),the Institute for Postmodern Development of 
China (IPDC), and some other organizations, Dr. Cobb 
delivered welcome remarks at the opening ceremony of 
the forum and was invited to be the honorary chairman 
of EDUI. 

EDUI counts more than 600 members worldwide coming 
from academia, the private sector, and government. 
Despite their different backgrounds, all members share 

the vision of a green and sustainable future, which will produce greater social benefits with 
measurably lower resource usage and economic costs and simultaneously protect and 
improve our environment.  

 

Group photo for the annual 10 days walk with the students from Cobb Eco Academy. They 
do this every year. They visit other eco-villages, Chinese traditional academies, and temples 
on the road. They enjoy camping each night, and travel by their own feet most of the time. 
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Partners	in	Process	
The Cobb Institute and Love Beyond Belief Inc. have recently agreed to become partners. That 

means that we recognize some shared values and hope to 
collaborate on future projects. Love Beyond Belief was created by 
the Reverend Dr. Thandeka, who is a former student of John Cobb. 
She received her name from Archbishop Desmond Tutu in 1984; it 
means "beloved" or "one who is loved by God" in Xhosa. You can 
read about her inspiring program on her website.  

https://revthandeka.org/love‐beyond‐belief	

Love Beyond Belief™ is a spiritual practice for insight, reflection, and 
action guided by compassion. Each step begins with the discovery of 
connections that create awe, care, and joy. The discoveries heal 

broken hearts, mend injured souls, and calm restless minds because unconditional love is felt. 

Using personal experiences, Love Beyond Belief™ workshops help individuals develop a deeper 
sense of who they are and gain an expanded sense of what they can do with others to heal and 
transform oneself, others, and the world. 

As an on-site eight-day program for religious and secular (i.e., spiritual but not religious) 
congregations, Love Beyond Belief™ helps them revitalize themselves and the nation. Their 
mission is to create a national association of interlinked Love Beyond Belief™ congregations 
that serve as role models for moderate, liberal, and progressive congregations nationwide. The 
immediate aims of this program are to: 

 substantially increase the number of persons attending affiliated congregations’ Friday 
night, Saturday, and Sunday services and to help these congregations create new small 
group ministry programs and weekday vesper services; 

 significantly increase the financial income of these religious and secular congregations; 
 create a social network of and for these renewed and re-enlivened communities, in 

order to generate an expanding body of reinvigorated congregations that work with 
other religious, social service, eco-justice and social justice organizations for the 
common good. 

The Reverend Dr. Thandeka is a former television producer and an Emmy award winner. She 
studied journalism at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Columbia University, 
and went on to earn an M.A. in history of religions at UCLA. She earned a Ph.D. from Claremont 
Graduate University in 1988, where she studied with John Cobb and Jack C. Verheyden. She has 
taught at San Francisco State University, Williams College, Meadville Lombard Theological 
School, Harvard Divinity School, Lancaster Seminary, and Brandeis University. 
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Process	Bookshelf	
 
Unprecedented Evolution: 
Continuities and Discontinuities 
between Human and Animal 
Life and the Future of Humanity 
Spyridon A. Koutroufinis and René 
Pikarski, editors 
 
Toward	Ecological	Civilization	Series,	#21	

The authors of these essays examine core 
dimensions of the human condition in light of 
biophilosophy and process metaphysics, which 
they apply to such core anthropological issues as 
the survival of both the human species and the 
biosphere as a whole. With a general focus on the 
unique capacity for symbolization as marking an 
important and influential factor in human 
evolution, the authors address key issues in 
biophilosophy, such as the specific ways we differ 
from other species, our capacity to symbolize and 
create a helpful or dangerous distance from life, 
and our playfulness and proclivity for 
mythmaking. Questions addressed include the 
following: 

How did symbolic thought shape the evolution of 
the human species? How did symbolic systems 
shape human experience of and reasoning about 
space, time, matter, life, and natural processes? How do our unique forms of power 
relations distinguish humans from other species? How do our spiritual and metaphysical 
belief systems influence human rationality and morality? How can we balance our spiritual 
needs with our rational abilities, and how could this influence our future evolution? How 
should we respond to the trends towards transhumanism and bio-technocracy? 
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Our intellect is troubled by a consciousness of its own evolution, by the ecological and 
ethical challenges of a severely degraded environment, and it wields great symbolic and 
mythic fictions with the power to influence the bio-social evolution of future humans. 
Despite all our unique qualities, we cannot set ourselves apart from the natural heritage we 
share with every living being on planet Earth. Somewhere between transhumanism and 
cosmohumanism, we must find an ethical guide, an organismic and cosmic consciousness, 
and a speculative framework to manage our knowledge and our spontaneous actions 
towards the future. 
 

Andrew Davis: Mind Value, 
and Cosmos, On the 
Relational Nature of 
Ultimacy 
 
Mind,	Value,	and	Cosmos:	On	the	Relational	
Nature	of	Ultimacy is an investigation into the 
nature of ultimacy and explanation, particularly 
as it relates to the status of, and relationship 
among Mind, Value, and the Cosmos. It draws 
its stimulus from longstanding “axianoetic” 
convictions as to the ultimate status of Mind 
and Value in the western tradition of 
philosophical theology, and chiefly from the 
influential modern proposals of A.N. 
Whitehead, Keith Ward, and John Leslie. What 
emerges is a relational theory of ultimacy 
wherein Mind and Value, Possibility and 
Actuality, God and the World are revealed as 

“ultimate” only in virtue of their relationality. The ultimacy of relationality—what 
Whitehead calls “mutual immanence”—uniquely illuminates enduring mysteries 
surrounding: any and all existence, necessary divine existence, the nature of the possible, 
and the world as actual. As such, it casts fresh light upon the whence and why of God, the 
World, and their ultimate presuppositions. 

Andrew M. Davis is program director for the Center for Process Studies at Claremont 
School of Theology at Willamette University. He will be a guest at the Cobb and Friends 
gathering on Tuesday, January 12, 10:00 AM Pacific. 
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“As we look to the new year, hold on to  
what is good. Let go of what is bad.  

It really is that simple.” –Mandy Hale 
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